OSAKA
KABIR
YATRA

5th-11th July, 2025
Osaka & Kyoto, Japan

A SufiJourney to Japan
with Sakur Khan & Ensemble
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PARTNER NOTE

The Osaka Kabir Yatra reflects the core vision of the Indian Ocean World Studies program at the University of Osaka—
exploring the hybridity and creativity in literature and ideas across the Indian Ocean and its surrounding regions.

By presenting Rajasthani Sufi and Bhakti traditions through music, oral poetry, and dialogue, this collaboration with
the Malang Folk Foundation offers a living expression of the spiritual and cultural flows that have shaped our
interconnected world.

We are proud to co-organise this project as part of our aim to develop new regional perspectives and methodologies
for studying the Indian Ocean World. May this Yatra inspire deeper engagement across disciplines, borders, and
communities.

— Indian Ocean World Studies Program
at the University of Osaka
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Welcome to

OSAKA KABIR YATRA

Namaste. Konnichiwa.

We are truly delighted to welcome you to the Osaka Kabir Yatra — an international edition of the acclaimed Rajasthan
Kabir Yatra, India’s longest traveling folk music festival. Rooted in the sacred oral traditions of the desert, the Yatra
brings together musicians, seekers, and communities to immerse themselves in the voices of Bhakti and Sufi saints
such as Kabir, Meera, Bulleh Shah, Shah Latif, and others — now carried across borders to Japan. The Osaka Kabir
Yatra features soulful musical performances, engaging seminars, and interactive presentations. This musical journey
is led by Sakur Khan and his ensemble, celebrated folk artists from western Rajasthan.

We are deeply honored to be hosted by the Indian Ocean World Studies program at the University of Osaka, whose
vision of cross-cultural dialogue lies at the heart of this collaboration. Our sincere thanks to Professor So Yamane,
Professor Makoto Kitada, Associate Professor Takashi Miyamoto and Associate Professor Ved Prakash Singh for
initiating this idea and nurturing it into reality. Without their passion and commitment, this cultural bridge would not
have been possible.

To the students, artists, scholars, and seekers who join us — this festival is for you. Whether you come to listen, to
question, or to simply feel, we welcome you into this shared space of Bhakti & Sufi music and poetry.

Thank you for being part of this journey.
Let the songs guide you. Let the words awaken you. Let us walk this path — together.

With gratitude and love,
Gopal Singh Chouhan
Director, Malang Folk Foundation



Sakur Khan & Ensemble
Folk Vocalist | Oral Tradition Practitioner

Hailing from Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, Sakur Khan is a celebrated folk and Sufi vocalist from the Manganiyar community—
hereditary musicians who have preserved Rajasthan’s rich oral traditions for generations. His repertoire blends Nirgun
poetry, Bhakti and Sufi songs, and folk storytelling, drawing on the verses of Kabir, Meera Bai, Bulleh Shah & Shah Latif.

Sakur's music bridges the sacred and the contemporary, carrying the spiritual depth of the desert to global stages.
He has collaborated internationally, including on Coke Studio.
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Joining him on this tour are Satar Khan (Dholak), Fuse Khan (Sarangi), and Lateeb Khan (Khartal),
presenting the full emotional and rhythmic power of Rajasthani Sufi-folk music.
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Public

Performance

Seminar Series

(For University Students only)

5th July 2025 | Saturday 118:00-20:00
Free Entry

Minoh Campus, The Entrance Terrace (3F)

A Sufi Musical Evening with Sakur Khan & Ensemble

This inaugural session opens the journey of Kabir in Japan with
an evening of timeless songs of Kabir, Meera, Bulleshah & other
saints. The session invites participants into the contemplative
and musical immersion of the yatra through oral traditions and
shared listening.

7th July 2025 | Monday

Minoh Campus, Lecture Theatre (5F)
10:30-12:00 | Songs of Kabir

This presentation offers a brief exploration of key themes in
Kabir's bhajans, including self-inquiry, impermanence, and the
inner search for the divine. Through selected songs, it reflects
on how Kabir weaves spiritual insight with everyday language,
challenging ritualism and affirming a deeply personal path to
truth.

13:30-15:00 | Kabir - Between Loom and the Light

In this session, we'll look at how Kabir used simple words and
sharp questions to challenge injustice, caste, and blind rituals
while offering a deep and personal path to the divine. Through
stories, dohas, and discussion, we'll try to understand why
Kabir still matters, especially how his verses still speak to young
minds today.

8th July 2025 | Tuesday

Minoh Campus, Lecture Hall (4F)

10:30-12:00 | Spirit of Oneness in Sufism

Sufism offers a deeply personal and poetic journey toward
Divinity and Love, where the boundaries between self, other,
and Cod begin to dissolve. In this session, we explore how Sufi
thinkers, poets, and practitioners — from Rumi and Bulleh Shah
to Indian Sufi fakirs — have expressed this philosophy of unity
through poetry, music, and spiritual practice.

Toyonaka Campus, Zenkyo C Building, Room 202
15:10-16:40 | One Song, Many Voices

This session brings together the songs and teachings of saints
like Kabir, Meera, Bulleh Shah, and others—voices rooted in
different regions and traditions, yet echoing the same timeless
truth. Through singing and reflection, we'll explore how these
mystics challenged social divisions and called for love,
surrender, and inner awakening—messages that remain just as
urgent for us today.
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ITINERARY

Seminar Series

(For University Students only)

IN KYOTO

9th July 2025 | Wednesday

Minoh Campus, Lecture Theatre (5F)

10:30-12:00 | Songs without scripts

This session explores how India’s spiritual and folk legacies
have been passed down without the need for scripts or
songbooks. We'll delve into how the dohas (couplets) of Kabir,
the bhajans (spiritual poems) of Meera, and the kafis (Sufi
poems) of Bulleh Shah have been preserved by folk singers,
oral storytellers, and everyday communities. These songs are
more than entertainment, they are history books, spiritual
texts, and social commentaries in musical form.

13:30-15:00 | Strings, Reeds & Rhythm

This workshop introduces students to a vibrant array of
traditional Indian folk instruments from the Thar Desert,
including the Sindhi Sarangi (Bowed folk instrument),
Morchang (Indian jaw harp), Bhapang (single-string

percussion), Khartal (folk percussion instrument), Harmonium,

and Dholak. The session is designed as an open, hands-on
space where students are encouraged to explore any
instrument of their choice. The workshop will culminate in an
informal jamming session with Sakur Ji and the students—
celebrating rhythm, spontaneity, and collaboration.

10th July 2025 | Thursday

Minoh Campus, Lecture Theatre (5F)
9:20-10:50 | Unapologetically Meera

This session explores how Meera's poetry became a powerful
act of spiritual rebellion—merging love with resistance,
surrender with self-assertion. Singing in the vernacular, she

defied caste, gender norms, and temple authority. Her bhajans,

still sung today, reflect a timeless voice of feminine autonomy
and fearless devotion.
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Bulleshah & other saints.
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based

 Gopal Singh Chouhan has spent over 17

documenting the oral traditions, poetry, musi
spiritual legacies of Rajasthan. His field

Founder of the Malang Folk Foundation and Rajasthan
national and international platforms. A self-taugr
researcher, his work is widely recognized for

impact on intangible heritage preservation.

created one of the region’s most extensive arch
folk knowledge, while also bringing rural artist
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MEET THE

_ CO-CURATORS

NIKITA TIWARI

Project Head, Malang Folk Foundation

Curator | Music Enthusiast | Field Researcher

Nikita has been with Malang Folk Foundation for five years, actively involved in documentation work,
festivals, and retreats like the Rajasthan Kabir Yatra. Her curatorial practice is deeply informed by
field engagement, long-standing relationships with folk artists, and a genuine longing to
understand the world of mystics. With an intuitive ear for music and informal mentorship under
Gopal Singh Chouhan, founder of RKY, she continues to learn through lived experience and
grassroots involvement.

MAKOTO KITADA

Professor, The University of Osaka

Indologist (Classical & Medieval Poetry) & Sarod Player

Makoto is a Professor at the University of Osaka. He conducts research on the belles-lettres, oral
traditions, and performing arts in the languages of the Indian subcontinent, including Urdu, Punjabi,
Sanskrit, and Bengali. His main focus is on yoga and conceptions of the body as found in the oral
texts of medieval itinerant ascetics.

Publication: The Body of the Musician. Peter Lang, Bern, 2012

TAKASHI MIYAMOTO

Associate Professor, The University of Osaka

Historian of Modern South Asia

Takashi is an Associate Professor at the University of Osaka. His research focuses on the
institutional and cultural transformations of the judiciary in South Asia during the 18th and 19th
centuries, and their impact on people’s everyday lives. More recently, he has also become interested
in the history of oral knowledge transmission and its trajectories in the digital age. His recent work
includes "A Genealogy of Kala Pani: Writings of an Indian Convict and Their Colonial and Postcolonial
Trajectory,” in Currents of Metamorphosis across the Indian Ocean (Kotoba Books, 2025).




Malang Folk Foundation

The Malang Folk Foundation, an India-based social enterprise, is organizing this unique event as part of its mission to archive,
support, and sustain indigenous oral traditions and communities.

Malang is not just a spirit—it is a framework for justice, joy, and sustainability through culture. Rooted in Rajasthan but working

across India, Malang Folk Foundation is committed to putting “Folk First” at the heart of inclusive and sustainable development
of indigenous communities.

We believe that cultural communities are not passive bearers of tradition—they are active agents of resilience, economy, and
creativity. Malang works at the intersection of cultural heritage and livelihood, music and dignity, story and structure.

. malang

FOLK FOUNDATION




Indian Ocean World Studies project at The
University of Osaka: HINDOWS

Indian Ocean World Studies (INDOWS) project is one of the regional studies projects implemented under “Global Area Studies
Program,” launched by National Institute for the Humanities (NIHU).

The Osaka University Centre is carrying out research under the theme of elucidating the "Hybridity and Creativity in Literature
and Ideas” in the Indian Ocean World.
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pothi padh padh jag mua,
pandit bhaya na koi

dhal akhar prem ka,
padhe so pandit hol.

Reading books upon DOOoks,
everyone died

And none became wise
Four letters: love.

Read those and be wise.

www.rajasthankabiryatra.org @
www.youtube.com/rajasthankabiryatra (3
www.instagram.com/rajasthankabiryatra
Info@malangfolkfoundation.org &




